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RESUMEN

Se registra Anelosimus lorenzo

de especies de Anelosimus

ISSN  0717-652X

The family Theridiidae is one of the most diverse 
spider groups with 2295 recognized species 

genera of this family, Anelosimus Simon, 1891 is 
relevant because it contains solitary, subsocial, and 

that sociality could have evolved several times 
within Anelosimus and as such, it has played a key 
role in order to understand the evolution of spider 

2005, 2006) and Agnarsson et al. (2006), have 

nevertheless, the species of this genus still remains 

the Uruguayan subsocial form referred as to A. cf 
studiosus
In Uruguay there are records of two subsocial spiders: 
Anelosimus ethicus (Benamú-Pino 
unpublished data) and A. studiosus (Agnarsson,

et
al. et al. et al. 2006, 2007a, 

In this paper we report the first Uruguayan 
record of the species A. lorenzo

Colección Entomológica de la Facultad de Ciencias 

Nests from two sites were collected: 1) Estación 

Nacional de Investigación Agraria), Canelones (34º 

to Acacia caven Molina, 1810 (Fabales: Fabaceae),
Acacia caven

presents spines that could provide protection to 

to Schinus lentiscifolius Marchand, 1869 and had 

raised under lab conditions (average temperature 
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Anelosimus 
eximius
specimens were fed ad libitum with Drosophila

were carcasses of beetles (Coleoptera: Bruchidae, 
Chrysomelidae, Coccinelidae, Curculionidae), bees 
(Apis mellifera), wasps (Hymenoptera: Vespidae), ants 
(Hymenoptera: Formicidae), leafhoppers (Hemiptera: 

case of A. lorenzo, additional observations performed 

m3

climatic conditions prevent the species reaching those 

A. lorenzo and A. rupununi Levi, 1956 form the 
rupununi
both species are very similar, the former can be 
distinguished from the later by the presence of 

a thicker basal portion of male embolus, by the 

In addition, adults 
of A. lorenzo are considerably larger than adults 
of A. rupununi 

However, the dark spot pattern on leg I was not 

in all populations of A. lorenzo and would not be 

The presence of this social spider in Uruguay is 

live on tropical countries, while Uruguay presents 
a temperate and markedly seasonal weather 

precipitation: 1136 mm per year) compared to places 
where this species had been previously recorded: 

FIGURE 1  Anelosimus lorenzo

FIGURA 1 Anelosimus lorenzo
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New record of a social spider: VIERA, C. & L.F.GARCÍA.

year) (Hijmans et al.
et al. (2007), 

represents the critical factor that would limit the 

may be a determinant factor to avoid the presence 

In fact, social spiders are unknown in countries with 
temperate weather according to the list elaborated 

provide on this paper is the most austral for this 
species, which had been recorded previously for 
Argentina, Brazil and Paraguay (Agnarsson, 2006) 

this new record, together with those two of Laborda 

learnt about basic aspects of the Uruguayan spider 

FIGURE 2. Nest of Anelosimus lorenzo on Acacia caven. 

FIGURA 2 Anelosimus lorenzo sobre Acacia caven. 

FIGURE 3 Anelosimus lorenzo: 

FIGURA 3 Anelosimus lorenzo: 
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González for the insect determinations, and to the 
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